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THE BRETHREN EVANGELIST. 


Their main object wm to 


facts to their scholars. 
develop the mind. 

A man who cannot control his thoughts — fix bis 
attention — think consecutively, then, no matter 
bow much he maj know, is not educated. 
- Thus knowledge differs from education. 

If we have not reached this mental control, it is 
the first thing we should seek, tar with it we may 
guide our mind away from the pestilential swamps 
where death lingers, to the. still waters and green 
pastures where life is nourished. 

The true method of life is to think on worthy 
things. 

Our lot is east in a world filled with worthy and 
unworthy things. Tho choice is before us, on 
which we should permit our thoughts to dwell. 

Not a small number of our newspapers are filled 
with evil things. Whole columns aro devoted to 
cases pf impurity. What they seek is the black 
side of human nature. When these are indulged 
in and eagerly read, there is only one result— the 
thoughts revel in these things until they delight in 
them. For .one story of generosity, of purity, of 
self-sacrifice, they read ten of impurity, of mean- 
ness, of avarice. So they eventually disbelieve in 
goodness as actually existing among men, and 
their sky grows dark with despair. 

Thus the natures of men grow coarse or refined 
in accordance with what they feed their minds. 
Many a youth has found himself in a convict cell 
through reading the immoral and criminal litera- 
ture of the day. The picture of guilt often beck- 
ons the beholder along the guilty way. 

Pre-occupation of the house with pure air is the 
best preventive against noxiouB gases, and 


salt can lose all its salini' properties. Dr. Thom- 
son tells us that a merchant of Sidon, to escape 
paying a duty to the Government, carried off an 
immense cargo of Cyprus salt, and stored it up 
among the mountains in fifty or sixty stone cabins. 
There were no floors to the cabins, »nd the salt, by 
lying next to the ground, became utterly worthless. 
Bushels of it were shoveled into the road, and 
"was trodden under toot of men." In the same 
way thousands of church members lose so entirely 
their Chrislly Bavor of character that no one can 
detect the slightest difference between them and 
their unconverted neighbors. "1 see some people 
go and Bit among the communicants on Sacrament 
Sabbaths that I would never suspect of being 
Christians," said a candid merchant to me once. 
Be had had some dealings with the counterfeit salt. 
Now, it is a just punishment to inconsistent church 
members when their professions are trodden under 
tha foot ef contempt by the world. 

3. What is to become of the saltlesssalt? Shall 
all those who have lost their savor by forsaking 
Christ and falling into wretched backsliding be 
excluded summarily from the church ? TniB might 
only make a bad case the worse. The true remedy 
is to restore the saltness, by- the repentance and the 
reconversion of the backslider. Poor Peter had 
lost his saltness sadly and pilably on that night of 
his temptation in Pilate's courtyard. If his Mas- 
ter had left him to himself he'd have been flung out 
into the mire. Repentance Baved him. He was 
reconverted, and the divinely imparled salt came 
back into him. That is what every inconsistent, 
worldly-minded and useless member of our churches 
needs ; he or she needs to "remember whence they 
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preoccupation of the mind with noble thoughts is have fallen, and repent and do their first works, 
the best safeguard against evil ones. Think on A reconversion of a very large portion of our 


the good and we will neither have time nor inclina 

tion to think on the evil. 

Nobam. 


A Short Sermon on Salt. 


THEODORE U CUTLER. 

The people who listened to Christ's Sermon on 
the Mount knew the value of salt ; it was a prime 
necessary of life in that hot climate; it was* the 
universal preservative without which their daily 
food would Boon putrefy. "Ye are the salt of the 
earth," said the' Master to his disciples. That is 
as true now as eighteen centuries ago. But salt 
in a barrel is of no use to anybody ; it must be 
brought into contact with the objects which it is 
to preserve and to purity. 

One of the burning problems of the day, especial- 
ly in great citieB, is to bring the rich, the cultured 
and the Christianized into closer contact with the 
poor, the ignorant and the ungodly. The tendenoy 
is for the social salt to concentrate into fine streets 
and into costly churches by itself. How shall the 
chasm be bridged t How shall the two claBSes be 
brought together for their own goor* ? For the 
well-to-do class needs to mix with the poor and 
destitute quite as much as the humbler claas needs 
the Bympathy and uplifting influence of those above 
them Mission chapels are in the right direction 
provided that the broad-cloth Christians in consid- 
erable numbers will go and worship and work there 
also. Personal visitation through the week is still 
better. Prof. Drummond told us that a group of 
Christian students of the Edinburgh University 
took lodgings down in a squalid region that they 
might live, among the wretched poor and help livs 
them to Christ A noble piece of gennine apostolic 
work that. What the whole irreligious world 
needs most is that Christ's followers shall put the 
restraining, purifying %nd eweetening influence ol 
beautiful lives right up against it. An honest 
Christian in a corporation, in a business firm, or 
In a legislative hall, may shame out a deal of in- 
iquity by the protest of his example. So may a 
fearless young Christiau make himself or herself 
f It in uncial life. It has been well said that unless 
the Church salts the world, the world will soon rot 
the Church. 

2. The indwelling presence of Jesus Christ, is 
what imparts the healthful saltness to character. 
It Christ is in m he wtll ome out— as light spon- 
taneously flows from a lamp or heat from a kindled 
fire 


churches would be a revival that angels might re 

joiee over. 

How is it with each one of us ? Are we salting 

those around us with the power of a Christly life? 

or are they etealing away all the Balinc quality from 
ub, and leaving us the worse ? No one of us is the 
same man or same woman today that we were yes- 
terdav. If not nearer Jesus, then farther off ; if 
we are not climbing up, we are drifting downwatd. 
A stationary Christian is as impossible as a sta- 
tionary boat on a swiftly flowing river. Either 
we are pulling up with steady oar against the strong 
current of the surrounding world, or else are drift- 
ing with the current away from God. ThatSidon- 
ian merchant's experience with his salt stored away 
next to the damp ground is full of warning to us. 
Grace is never given to us to be stored away; it 
will soon lose its pungency unless it is used, and 
leave us wretchedly insipid. Scatter your salt, 
brother, for "there is that scattereth and yet in- 
creaseth." Jesus will give to thee all the more 
abundantly.— The New York Evangelist. 


Fossil Theology. 

A lump of coal showing on its surface, in delicate 
tracery, the form of a fern or fish, is prized by the 
geologist as a specimen of the vegetation or fauna 
of a very remote period in the day of creation. 
Such a fossil is valuable as a connecting link be- 
tween the dead past and living present, possessing 
no other value except to be burned. 

In the world of theology we find many such 
relics of bygone ages fossilized in the form of 
liturgies, creeds, confessions of faith, etc., many of 
them originating in the Carboniferous period of re- 
ligious knowledge, the "dark ages," which, apart 
from their value as antiquities, representing the 
mind and practice of the religious syBtemB of their 
day, are of no use whatever, except as fuel. 

"For what k> flercely barns 

Ab s drj creed that notblEg- ev«r lwnn ?" 

It is remarkable that in this age of progress and 
development, men of education and intelligence 
should shape their thoughts and teachings after* 
the pattern of these Theological Fossils, which are 
as devoid of lite as the petrifications that we find 
in the museum duly classified and labeled. 

In the advanced light of medical science of today, 
the physician who would follow the old system of 
bleeding, pilling and blistering, and confine hiB 
patient in adark, illy- ventilated room, would be de- 
nounced not only aa an "old fogy," but as a fool, 


ing and opening up new avenues of knowledge as 
to the causes and cure of disease. In strong con- 
trast with this, sectarian theology has learned 
nothing, neither can it learn anything so long aa 
the minds of its teachers are moulded and shaped 
by the petrified dogmas of their ancestors. He 
who receives his credentials as a denominational 
teacher is not a free man. He is bound to accept 
as the truth, the whole truth and nothing 
but the truth, complications of doctrines aa 
handed down to him from the "fathers" of his de- 
nomination. What those men, hundreds of years 
ago, with minds perhaps befogged with superstition, 
declared to be truth is truth, to which nothing can 
be added, and from which nothing can 
betaken away. No matter what light advanced 
scholarship may have thrown upon the inspired 
Word ; no matter what science may have revesled ; 
no matter what new truths the servants of God 
may have brought forth from the store- house ; the 
religious instructor of toaay must shut his eyes to 
the light, and stop his ears from hearing strange 
or new sounds, and submissively how to the teach- 
ings of antiquated theologians, priests, prelates 
and parsons, as though their voice were the voice 
of God. There is no idolatn that has more sub- 
missive devotees than has this worship of the 
stocks and stones of Fossil Theology ; there is no 
tyranny more oppressive than is the tyranny of 
creed. 

How is this accounted for ? Very easily. -Denom- 
inations ars formed about the teachings of some 
man or set ot men. These teachings are accepted 
as the quintessence of truth ; preachers are in- 
structed in these doctrines, and ordained to teach 
them ; colleges are endowed to perpetuate them, 
and the graduates from these schools, before being 
authorized to preach, muBt subscribe to the system 
of practice and doctrine taught, *nd agree to teach 
the Bame. He ia not a free mart He dare not turn 
either to the right or to the left under penalty of 
losing his commission, and with it the means of 
gaining a livelihood. Instead of bnilding upon 
the foundation of the prophets and apostles, Jesus 
ChriBt Himself being the chief corner stone, the 
foundation is human ; and the divine 
injunction applies with terrific force: "In vain 
do they worship Me, teaching for doctrines the 
commandments of men." 

Witness the recent trial of the professors of 
Andover College as an illustration of the despotic 
power of creed. It was not a question. Did 
these meu teach truth ? The only question con- 
sidered by the judges was, did they teach contrary 
to the Confession of Faith, and established tradi- 
tions of the denomination. And in a score of in- 
stances that might be cited of ministers' brought 
before ecclesiastical tribunals, they are always 
tried by the same antiquated law, and required to 
pronounce the sectarian Shibboleth. 

There is little wonder that spiritual deadness is 
characteristic of the churches everywhere, with 
fussy Uzzas reaching out their hands to study the 
ark of the Lord ; with inquisitorial ecclesiastics 
Bnuffing out the light of truth aa soon as it shows 
its first feeble rays, and then compelling those 
who hunger and thirst after righteousness and 
truth to accept their dead forms and creeds, or 
else look elsewhere to have their cravings satisfied. 
Thank God that His truth is not committed to 
such hands, but is free as the water of life to all 
who will go to the fountain and drink. Divine 
truth is not in dead forms and compiled dogmas, 
but it is liberty and life in Christ Jesus.— Words 
of Truth. 


Can salt lose its savor? Yea ; even physical I since medical ooUegea are continually expenment- 


You can not dream yourself into a character - y 
you must hammer and forge yourself one. — Froude. 

Children are travelers newly arrived in a strange 
country. We should, therefore, make conscience 
not to mislead them. — Locke. 

Life hath no pleasing like an earnest friend— 
than treasured wealth more precious, than the pow- 
er of monarchs, and the people's loud applause. — 
Euripides. 

We call certain things/ little because they seem 
to us so — we judge alter the sight. But noth- 
ing is little, because nothing exists isolated and 
divided from other things. 




